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Custodial Information 

 
 
Custody disputes must be handled by the courts.  By law, if parents are legally separated or divorced, 
each parent has equal rights to custody of and access to the child unless one of them has a signed court 
order that specifically provides otherwise.  The school has no legal right to refuse access by a biological 
or adoptive parent, or a legal guardian, to his/her child and/or the child’s educational records, unless there 
is a current, valid, and binding court order that explicitly limits access to the student or the 
records.  Additionally, an order limiting or denying visitation or other access to the child, is not sufficient 
to limit access to educational records in the absence of a court order explicitly denying or limiting access 
to records. 
 
If a parent has a current, valid, and binding court order limiting access to the child or records by the other 
parent or any other person, the school must have a copy of the court order on file at the office of each 
school building in which a covered child attends.  If a copy is not on file, the school will release children 
to their parents or guardian with proper identification, unless the best interests of the children require 
otherwise.  Situations in which the welfare of students may be in question will be handled at the 
discretion of the Principal/designee.  If in the judgment of the Principal/designee, parents or guardians 
engage in conduct that causes or poses a substantial threat of disruption to the school, the school will 
contact law enforcement and request assistance.  The school will also contact the Children’s Division of 
the Missouri Department of Social Services, when appropriate. 
 
Parents are asked to make every attempt not to involve schools in custody matters.  To reduce the 
potential for misunderstandings and disputes, please be sure to have current custody and access 
information on file at the school office for each of your children. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Student’s Name:    Birthdate:      
 
 
Parent/Guardian Signature:    Date:      
 
 
Signature line is provided to establish proof of notice.   
Refusal to sign does not in any way limit the district’s authority to enforce these procedures. 
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